PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

student of that country, when he writes: ' Among
the aborigines of Australia, the rudest savages
as to whom we possess accurate information,
Magic is universally practised, whereas Religion,
in the sense of a propitiation or conciliation of
the higher powers, seems to be nearly unknown.
Roughly speaking, all men in Australia are
magicians, but not one is a priest; everybody
fancies he can influence his fellows or the course
of nature by sympathetic magic, but nobody
dreams of propitiating gods by prayer and sacri-
fice.' l If we may trust our knowledge of other
savages, the general fact thus affirmed of the
native Australians holds good with regard to
every other uncivilised tribe.

But as the least civilised of existing tribes are
far from being 'primitive' in the true sense of the
word, it could be argued that Magic is, after all,
the outcome of the corruption of a primitive
Religion, of which almost nothing remains in the
savage tribes of the present day. And so we
shall have to rest our case not upon historical
evidences, but upon considerations regarding the
psychological nature of Magic and Religion, and
upon analogies we may discover between them

1 'The Begianings of Religion,' Fortn. Rev., Ixxxiv. (1905),
p. 162. Comp. The Golden Sough, 2nd ed., i. pp. 71-73.

54